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Image: Tory Franklin, “Crawling The Walls (a contemporary bestiary)”, 2008, screen printed wall paper, 9" x 8"

"Once Upon A Time" pulls its viewers back into the awe and wonder we experienced while
captivated by Cinderella, Momotaro, or any fantastical folk-tales. Like kids with flashlights under
the covers, curled up with the Brothers Grimm, we have always been tantalized by the unbounded
worlds fairy tales bring to life. Perhaps the most primary and democratic of all narrative forms, the
fairy tale has swept up countless artists’ maginations and deployed their talents to create
alternatives to our routine daily lives. Fairy tales distill our most instinctual fears and worldviews
making them perfect for anyone with a fruitful imagination. Their concise form is often a
springboard for improvisation, revision, and social critique. The rich symbolism and metaphor they
employ help us clarify our emotions and understand the dangers and rewards of our actions within
our cultures.

Jean Barberis was born in France and is currently based in New York. He directs Flux Factory with Chen Tamir, who is a
writer and curator from Israel and Canada. This exhibition follows previous collaborations between the two, including
“Grizzly Proof,” an exhibition inspired by the film “Project Grizzly,” and “New York, New York, New York,” a large-scale
creative panorama of New York City.



